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I6 PROCEDURES 
 

SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

SEARCH, SEIZURE, AND INTERROGATION 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES  

 
 
The South Burlington School District strives to maintain a safe and orderly school 
environment.  In this effort, the school retains the right to examine all its property and to 
carry out searches or to seize property under the guidelines established below. 
 
 
GUIDELINES FOR SEARCHES AND SEIZURE 
 

1. Desks, lockers, textbooks, and other materials or supplies loaned by the school 
to students remain the property of the school, and may be opened by school 
employees for cleaning, maintenance, or emergencies.  When prohibited items 
are found in the course of routine cleaning or maintenance, or in the case of 
emergency, they will be confiscated and a report will be made to the Principal or 
designee who will determine whether further investigation is warranted. 

 
2. School property may also be searched by school employees upon reasonable 

suspicion on the part of the Principal, Assistant Principal, or Superintendent that 
a law or school policy is being violated.   

 
3. Searches of students' persons, personal effects, or vehicles may be conducted if 

there is reasonable cause to believe that such search will produce evidence of a 
breach of school policy or law.  Reasonable cause may include when students 
return from being in an unsupervised area or off campus without permission.  
Search of a student's person will be conducted by a school employee of the 
same sex and, whenever possible, in the presence of another school employee.   

 
4. Parents will be notified of any search and of any property seized as soon as 

possible. 
 

5. School employees are not the agents of law enforcement officials.  However, 
when illegal substances or stolen items are found they are to be turned over to 
the police.  (See the Memorandum of Understanding with the South Burlington 
Police Department). 

 
6. A summary of these guidelines will be distributed to students when they enroll in 

school, and will be included in the student handbook given to students and 
parents at the beginning of each school year.  

 
7. School district officials may invite law enforcement officers to assist them in an 

emergency.  Unless law enforcement officers have a warrant or court order 
authorizing them to conduct certain activity on school property, school officials 
may ask them to leave. 
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School officials who assist law enforcement officers (including school resource 
officers) in a search, seizure, or interrogation whose primary purpose is to 
enforce a criminal law, as opposed to enforcing a school rule, must follow the 
laws applicable to law enforcement. 
 
If a law enforcement official wishes to search or seize school or student property, 
or interrogate a student, school officials have discretion to give or withhold 
consent under certain circumstances as described below: 

Warrant 
If a law enforcement officer presents a proper warrant for the search, seizure, or 
arrest of a person or property, school officials must comply with the warrant and 
the officer’s requests. 

School Property 
If a law enforcement officer who does not present a warrant requests permission 
to search or seize school property, the principal has authority to decide whether 
to give or withhold permission.  School property includes student lockers, desks, 
textbooks and materials loaned to students, and data stored on school 
computers. 
 
Student Property 
A law enforcement officer who does not present a search warrant may be given 
permission by school officials to search or seize student property if school 
officials request the assistance of law enforcement to deal with an emergency 
affecting the safety of the school population.   

If there is no emergency affecting the safety of the school population, a law 
enforcement officer who does not present a search warrant must obtain 
permission from a parent or guardian of any student under eighteen years of age 
before searching that student’s property on school grounds.  School officials do 
not have authority to grant officers permission for such searches in the absence 
of an emergency.  Notwithstanding this paragraph, if the officer directs that a 
parent or guardian is not to be contacted because the search is related to 
criminal activity of a parent or guardian or to a child abuse or neglect 
investigation, then the school official shall allow the officer to ask the student for 
permission to conduct the search. 

Interrogation 
School officials may request the assistance of law enforcement officers to deal 
with an emergency potentially affecting the safety of the school population, and 
may give law enforcement officers permission to interview students as 
necessary.  No advance notification of parents or guardians is required in this 
circumstance.  If a student is placed under arrest or removed from the school by 



I6 PROCEDURES 
   PAGE 3 OF 3 

 
 

January 30, 2008 

a law enforcement officer, the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s) should be 
notified of this action by school officials as soon as possible, as described below. 
Non-school personnel may also question students under the age of eighteen 
without notification of parents if such questioning (1) is part of a child abuse or 
neglect investigation conducted by the Department of Social and Rehabilitation 
Services in accordance with Chapter 49 of Title 33 of the Vermont Statutes 
Annotated or (2) concerns possible criminal activity by the parent or guardian. 
 
If school officials have not requested the assistance law enforcement officers, 
there is no emergency potentially affecting the safety of the school population, 
and the questioning is not part of a child abuse or neglect investigation or an 
investigation of possible criminal activity by the parent or guardian, no 
questioning by non-school personnel of a student under the age of eighteen shall 
occur without the knowledge of the school administrator and the knowledge and 
permission of a parent or guardian who will have been given the opportunity to 
be present at the time of the questioning. 
 
Arrest 
If a law enforcement officer presents a warrant for the arrest of a student or a 
subpoena for the student’s appearance, school officials shall cooperate in 
locating the student within the school.  Before releasing a student to law 
enforcement authorities under these circumstances, school officials shall ask for 
proper identification and require the officer to sign a form indicating the reason 
for the removal of the student from school. 
 
If a student is placed under arrest or removed from the school by a law 
enforcement officer, the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s) should be notified of 
this action by school officials as soon as possible.  


